
DATE

Installation of Pastor James A. Dunn
August 30, 2009

SERMON BY

Pastor Cliff Koenig

TEXT

Joshua 3:16
“Now the Jordan overflows its banks at the time of harvest. But when the 
priests carrying the ark stepped into the raging waters, the waters coming 
down from above stopped flowing and rose up in a heap. And the people 
passed over opposite Jericho and entered the Promised Land.”

Pastor Dunn, Linda, Brother Pastors, Members of Immanuel, Former Members of Immanuel, Guests 
and Friends:

On January 11th, God the Holy Spirit led Immanuel congregation to vote unanimously to call a full-
time Pastor.  Many of us thought it would be a year and a half, or maybe two years or so before 
someone would accept the challenge to man this Mission Outpost here at 42nd and Tracy if…we 
were lucky.

But, of course, luck has nothing to do with it. “God Has Plans For Us” has been our theme this 
year based on Jeremiah 29 verse 11 and following,  “I know the plans I have for you, 
Immanuel; plans to prosper you and not harm you; plans to give you a future 
and a hope. You will seek Me, and I will be found by you.”

So here we are just seven and a half months later thanking God for what He has done.  Pastor 
Dunn’s about to be installed.  Linda’s playing the organ, and most important of all – God’s got 
something to say, as He always does. 

So come with me to the Jordan River.  God’s people had been brought out of slavery in Egypt – 
they’d been wandering in the wilderness – paying the price for their sin and rebellion against 
God…but hoping to be brought safely to the Promised Land.  Now they were almost there.

One big obstacle remained – crossing the raging waters of the Jordan River.  “The water’s too 
deep.  The current’s too swift.  We can’t do it!  We’ll all drown!  Let’s just stay here on the bank 
and rest for awhile.”

But God had something to say:  “Put your foot in the water.  I’ll take care of everything.  Trust Me.  
I’ll take care of it.”

Now remember the situation here isn’t like dipping your big toe in a little creek or a swimming 
pool in early April and saying “Ooh – that’s cold!  Thanks – but no thanks.”   No, it’s harvest time. 
The Jordan River is at flood stage. One commentator writes:  “As soon as the priests carrying the 
ark of the covenant would put their feet in that deep, raging water – they’d be up to their neck in a 
raging current.  They’d be swept down stream to oblivion – the ark clunking them in the head as 
the waters swept them away.”
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What if you were there - and God said that to you?  “Put your foot in the water!”  What would 
you do? I’d have whimped out!  “I’ve got a bad back.”  “I’m afraid of the water!   We’re taking too 
big a chance.”  “I can’t swim.”  “I’m staying here on the bank.” 

Fellow members of Immanuel:  isn’t this where we were 7 ½ months ago?  Put our foot in the 
water? Full-time Pastor? Full-salary?  We can’t afford that.  We’re too small.  Beside that we’re tired.  
Let the younger Inner City Ministry people do it.  Pastor Zerkel, Emily and the others at Our 
Redeemer; Pastor Losa and Tom and Lydia and Abby at LUMA; Pastor Ratcliffe at Peace, Pastor 
Sveum at Holy Trinity and Pastor Bereuter at Calvary and all of those brothers and sisters on the 
Kansas side.  We’re comfortable! Let’s just stay here on the bank.

And Jim, isn’t that what you and Linda could have said just a month ago, “Inner-city ministry? That 
sounds like work. No way!  We like it here in El Paso.  We’ve been here 10 years.  We’re 
comfortable.  Our children are in high school and college.  Linda’s got a job she likes.  Put my foot 
in the water and go to Inner City Kansas City.  Thanks, Lord…but no thanks.  I’m staying here on 
the bank where it’s safe.”

But you didn’t…and we didn’t either.  We’ve not only heard our Lord’s Great Commission but 
have listened to the voice of our Heavenly Father,  “Put your foot in the water.  Don’t be afraid.  
Look who I’ve given you to take your hand to lead you and keep you from falling…My Son Jesus. 

• He’s the Good Shepherd– who feeds you and leads you to the still waters.

• He’s the Lamb of God who paid for your sins with His life on Calvary’s cross.

• He’s the Rock – the Rock of Ages in the middle of the swirling waters of your 
life who you’ve been hanging onto for all these years.

• He’s the Rescuer who more times than you can count has thrown you a 
lifeline to save you from yourselves.


“Your mission if you choose to carry it out is to help the lost to know Jesus the Rock of Ages and 
have Him to hold onto like you do. Step Forward In Faith. Have I not blessed you every time I’ve 
asked you to put your foot in the water? I rest my case.”

For God’s people here in our text standing there at the edge of the raging river it was decision 
time.  To take God at His Word a commitment had to be made…a decision whether or not to 
“Step Forward.”  They had Stepped Out in Faith – from Egypt under the leadership of Moses.  
Now the decision was:  Step Forward at the Jordan River under the leadership of Joshua.

Just think if they hadn’t stepped forward and put their foot in the water?  Theoretically God’s 
people would still be standing there on that bank today.

But the Holy Spirit empowered them.  It says here in Joshua chapter three, “Now when they 
put their feet into the raging waters of the Jordan, the waters coming down 
from above stopped flowing and rose up in a heap.   And the people passed 
through safely on dry ground and entered the Promised Land.”

It was the power of God that divided those waters.  But it was the people empowered by God 
who stepped forward in faith…who got to see the unleashing of God’s might power.  “Who is 
this that even the winds and waves obey Him?”

So here we are this afternoon.  Is it scary standing on the bank of the Jordan? Of course it is.  Are 
the waters deep – and the challenges unattainable and impossible. Absolutely! If we’re going it on 
our own. 
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But we’re not!  

This is Immanuel – God With Us... God the Father - God the Son - God the Holy Spirit.  

Isn’t it in the last chapter of Matthew where He said, “Go! Go Immanuel and Pastor 
Dunn! Go and make disciples in Kansas City – baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Teach them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you.  And lo I am with you always, even to the 
end of the world.”

Let’s change the metaphor in closing.

As everyone knows, the bumble bee is a large hairy, black and yellow bee of the genus Bombus. 
Now engineers have proven that the bumble bee mathematically can’t get off the ground…its body 
is too large for its wing span.  “Aerodynamically,” they say, “it’s impossible for the bumble bee to 
fly.”  But the bumble bee ignorant of these scientific facts, goes ahead and flies anyway! God gives 
the bumble bee the ability to fly.

He will us, too…doing it for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 
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